
Refugee Fortnight in Craven 2026 

 

There were many varied events in Craven during Refugee Fortnight. 

Displays,meetings, talks,story time,installations,music, and cake. 

 

Participants at a talk in Settle library,a social event with tea and cake . 

 



 

Books are a very special way of raising awareness and telling the stories 
of refugees … 

 

A display of relevant books in the Settle Library. 

Below - Settle library story time with Christine Gordon. 

 

Settle & Giggleswick primary schools all had copies of the Michael Rosen 
book. Other story times were in playgroups: Edith Diggles, Jan Michael, Catie 
Jones all helped to encourage awareness of life as a refugee. 



 

More books! Here on display at Limestone Books ,Settle. 

 

John Frankland from North Yorkshire Library Service produced a book list ‘Courage’ 

and provided copies to the main libraries in Craven. 

See the complete list at the end of this summary. 

  

               

 

Bentham,Ingleton and Skipton libraries as well as Settle had books on 
display 



 Long Journeys to Freedom. 
A talk was given by Tim Smith ,a photographer,about Poland and this 

was accompanied by a short film ‘Under the Radar’a portrait of a 
Polish Community. 

This took place at Victoria Hall Settle. 

 
The Long Journeys to Freedom event included John Hebblethwaite speaking about 

his mother Anna, born in Poland now Ukraine, who settled in Bentham after 

spending WW2 on a German Labour farm. 

 



Also linked to Settle - Caitlin Greenwood from The Folly, Settle created an online 
display 

Check out the Folly website to view the display  https://thefolly.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 



Bentham 
Bentham always produces a thought provoking 

installation  
This year was no exception ‘Step into Courage’ , an 

installation near the High Street. 
An opportunity to put yourself in someone else’s shoes. 

 

 



Libraries 

The libraries were integral in providing space and time for Refuge 
Week. At Skipton library there was a display and a talk was given  by 
Alison Marshall in Skipton library, facilitated by Alison Court. 

 

 

 



 

There were also displays in the foyer of the Town Hall and at the Skipton 
Friends Meeting House. 

Below - one of the two Town Hall cabinet displays. 
 

 

Simple Acts of Kindness on display at the Friends Meeting House. 

 

 

Share food and stories  Go for a walk   Read together  



Also at the Friends Meeting House Skipton a talk was given by 
local historian Jane Lunnon entitled 

‘Guests of the Nation: national and local responses in Craven to 
Belgian refugees during WW1. 

 

Outside Skipton library the Skipton refugee Support Group set up a stall to 
encourage folk to sign a petition and raise awareness of  refugee week. 

 



To round off the fortnight there was a Jazz evening at Craven Arts in Skipton . Music 
provided by Skipton Jazzers ,a group of  musicians who provided an entertaining 

evening with additional songs sung by Meg Eyre. 

 

 

 

 

 



No Refugee week would be complete without the Refugee and Asylum 
Fact Sheet 2025 prepared by Stella Perrott. 

This is an annual publication with the data regarding displaced persons 
globally during 2025. Copies are available on request 

 

 

There is also an excellent Question and Answer sheet covering common questions 
regarding refugees and asylum seekers. A very useful guide to have handy when 

engaging in courageous conversations. 

 

See the extract below. 



  

 



Finally  - the Courage Refugee Collection 2026 

 

 


