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	Refugee and Asylum common questions
(2026)

	What is a refugee, an asylum seeker, or illegal immigrant?

	· A refugee is someone recognized as having a well-founded fear of persecution in their own country because of their race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion. 
· An asylum seeker is someone who has applied for refugee status.
· A ‘failed’ asylum seeker is someone whose asylum claim has been rejected (39% of appeals were allowed in 2025).
· An illegal immigrant is not a legal term but used to describe people who have entered and stayed in the UK without prior permission or have overstayed their permission (visa) to stay. In UK law ‘entry’ without prior permission is illegal but, under international and UK law, a refugee is free to seek sanctuary in any country and to arrive in whichever way they can. 

                  Asylum seekers are not ‘illegal’ immigrants.

	
	

	Why don’t they come through legal routes rather than by small boats?

	· People living in war-torn countries that generate a high number of refugees are usually denied visas to work, study etc. in the UK. The UK has cut work visa grants by 50% since 2023.
· All humanitarian safe routes to the UK (E.g. Ukraine, Hong Kong, Afghanistan etc.) have closed. 
· Before 2018 there were no ‘small-boats’ and most refugees crossed the Channel by lorry. Since then, entry to the French ports has been fenced with high levels of security for many miles. (Recently, there has been a return to the lorry route from Belgium ports).

Asylum seekers would come by legal safe routes if they could.

	
	

	Why don’t they stay in the first safe country they come to rather than come to the uk?
	· 67% of refugees are hosted in a neighboring country. The poorest and Muslim countries take the most refugees. 
· Refugees are determined to seek safety. For many, other countries, particularly France, is not considered safe. 
· Some want to unite with family/ kin where they know they will have support. 
· Many are fleeing former British colonies and have long standing ties to the UK.

There is no requirement for asylum seekers to stay in the first ‘safe’ country

	
	

	Why can’t the French stop 
the small-boats?
	· Under international maritime law, it is illegal to intervene in a boat at sea (except for rescue) - including boats leaving from the UK. 
· 120 miles of coastline with hundreds of small beaches and embarkation points. It is not possible to patrol them all on current resources. 
· International law requires all boats to rescue and take to the nearest port, those who are in danger at sea. 

	
	

	Why don’t they have passports?
	· Some may not have passports and their governments won’t provide them.
· Passports may be stolen or held as payment security. 
· Usually, destruction is under coercion, or an asylum seeker fears asylum will be rejected based on nationality, or there will be repercussions from their own government.

	
	

	Why are asylum seekers put in hotels?
	· Cost. Everything that makes a hotel a hotel is stripped out before asylum seekers move in. Cleaning schedules (of public areas) are cut, residents are responsible for their own rooms, and restaurants are turned into cafeterias. Asylum seekers share rooms. The food is of poor quality with little variety and there are no cooking or washing facilities.
Asylum ‘hotels’ are poor quality, basic rooms, shared with other refugees.

	
	

	Why do asylum seekers get benefits?
	· Asylum seekers are forbidden to work (for 12 months), or claim benefits.
· They are provided with a weekly allowance of £9.95 to cover all their clothing, extra food, toiletries, SIM cards, travel and other expenditure. 

         Asylum seekers don’t get benefits

	
	

	Why do they all have mobile phones? 
	· Getting from Syria, Afghanistan or Iran along dangerous migration routes is impossible without a mobile phone. 
· Mobiles are a necessity to keep in touch with the Home, solicitors and family. Voluntary organisations may provide phones. 

The government does not provide phones. 

	
	

	Why do refugees get housing?
	· If granted refugee status, the refugee has (currently) 42 days to find accommodation for themselves, register with employment and benefit services and to move out of their asylum accommodation. They can apply for social housing but have no greater rights than any other applicant, and single men are almost always denied it. 
· Refugees can work and support themselves 
· Some refugees can stay in the UK but ‘have no recourse to public funds. This means they cannot access housing, social security or unemployment benefit. If they cannot get work, they rely on volunteers or work ‘illegally’ as ‘slave labour’ to survive. 

                 Refugees are not given (public or social) houses

	
	

	Why aren’t failed asylum 
seekers deported?
	· It is illegal to send anyone to or back to a country if their life would be at risk. People cannot be returned to unsafe or war-torn countries, or where there is no functioning system to seek consent for a return, or airports at which to land

	
	

	Do refugees/ asylum seekers pose a risk to British citizens?

	· Research and international data show that asylum seekers and refugees pose no greater risk than the rest of the population. 
· Asylum seekers and refugees are most often victims of crime, especially violent crime. From January 2023 to August 2024 (most up-to-date figures from an FOI request), the Home Office recorded just under 6,000 assaults on asylum seekers.


This Q & A was produced by Upper Wharfedale Refugee Support Group on behalf of Craven District of Sanctuary using the most up-to-date data in June 2026. If you would like further information, please email info@craven.cityofsanctuary.org
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