Appendix C. Hardship Fund Expenditure

2025 – Details not yet available – Annual Report due in January 2026

2024
	
	
	Detail 

	February 
	£200 
	To help clear a debt to allow recipient to stop worrying and make progress 

	March 
	£850 
	To clear 2 families debts and to buy an oven[£250] 

	May 
	£300 
	A specialist course to enhance job opportunities for person soon to graduate in IT.Money was donated anonymously via a third party in order to reduce risk of a rush of similar requests.. 

	August 
	£320 and £250 
	For a Massage course at Ty Coch and ebike repair for a disabled man 

	
	
	




2023
	Month 
	Amount 
	Detail 

	February 
	£45 
	Bus pass for one child 

	
	
	Bus fares for vulnerable man Football kit for one 

	April 
	£140 
	Train fares for a Ukrainian family 

	June 
	£50 
	Cash plus a bag of groceries for a woman moved from Swansea, whose Aspen debit card was not renewed for more than 3 weeks. 

	
	£41 
	Registration and kit for young footballer (club waived weekly subscriptions) 

	July 
	£135 
	Birth project run by a member 

	September 
	
	Face paints and left-handed scissors for an asylum childcare group 

	
	£245 
	Kit required for a catering course 

	
	£350 
	Bus pass for travel to College 
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	February 
	£100 
	Local Vicar 
	Subsistence whilst studying and delay in submitting leave to remain form 

	
	
	Maria 
	Walking boots & jacket 

	
	£250 
	SASS 
	Goods to replace stolen items 
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	April 
	£200 
	
	Removal expenses for 3 families (able to use same transport) 


May £600    Two Swansea Groups & R. Help with safe house £600 
		£200  SASS.            Goal-posts for sports group
		£400  Newport.    On-line accounting course 
£400  Newport.       BSL course
£80    EYST               Special glasses 
June.    £245.  SASS.            Football boots/socks/shin pads.     
             £40    T.                  Two shopping trollies
July.             ShareTawe.            New sheets and towels for residents in housing association flat
August. £250      Ystradgynlais Syrian Support.               Help with housing move
             £250       SASS                   Shared cost of new football kit
		£500   Newport.        Help with legal costs for family to keep well known and trusted 
		                                       Solicitor
September.  £300.  Major dental work required by Ukrainian lady. (led to sorting out eligibility and accessibility of Community dentistry) 

  
£56.                         Travel to school for 4 weeks
£150.                                Clothing and milk for premature baby 
    £1080               Travel passes for 3 @ £360 each. S. subsequently found another funding source for many others. 
October.   £100.                 Transport for two beds
                 £250.               Funeral costs for Ukrainian person
                   £62.          Cycle helmets, lights, pump, locks for local Ukrainian	
November.  £185.89    SASS.        Trainers for 5 people 
December.     £240.        Football coaching and kit for promising young footballer
                     £1,000.    SASS.        To establish a fund to buy winter shoes/trainers for many . new arrivals 

2021.   Hardship fund payments 
	January 
	£300 towards safe accommodation for children of a recent refugee lady who were awaiting family reunion visas. Exceptional case as the application was supported by 2 Swansea based groups and involved Afghanistan. 

	February 
	Removal expenses.[ £250] Eye test [£35] 

	March 
	Spectacles and eye test [ £155]
£440 included
Destitute lady whilst awaiting support
DBS check for a man who was allowed to work but was NRPF, had lost job due to Covid and had opportunity of another but needed DBS. 
Lady who was NRPF on a spousal visa whose husband died of Covid- to tide her over
New expensive diet for man recently out of hospital A new heater for man afraid to put on central heating [ additional support found to help explain bills] 

	April 
	Carpet for House move[£300] £300 for short term accommodation whilst flat found .Further safe house payment[ £300] 

	May 
	Train fare to see solicitor to progress case [ Successful outcome!] 

	June 
	School uniform and bus fares for new arrival in Newport Further safe House payment [ £300] 

	July 
	3 Driving lessons and test for man seeking asylum who hopes this will help him to find work once his asylum claim is approved. [ £200] 

	August 
	Travel to solicitor [£13 ] 

	
	

	September 
	4 week bus pass for school [ £60] 

	October 
	Spectacles £120 Baking course£140 

	November 
	IELTS exam agreed £190, BSL course-,£350 Winter shoes for 2 children £100 [ and additional items from store] £200 for safe house payment. 

	December 
	Contributions towards Funeral expenses and family support,£200 and contributions towards repatriation of body £200. Football boots £75 




2020.  Hardship fund payments 
	January 
	Payments for 2 destitute people for food and essentials for several weeks, a vacuum cleaner, replacement spectacles and transport for disabled boy to attend school 

	February 
	Bus fares for teenagers attending school with long journey, help with clothing and items for family with No Recourse to Public funding, Shoes and money for a destitute men. 

	March 
	Weekly support for elderly couple who had support withdrawn and then reinstated. Contribution towards tuition fees for man to kickstart career in IT after granted status. Help with transport to tribunal for family members, and money towards laptops for Syrian Families in Ystradgynlais 

	April 
	Shoes for 7 children, 

	May 
	Court fine for alleged spitting . Digital tablet for child not in school. Medication for person with no income and need for non prescription items. Groceries for household with no money. 

	June 
	Printer cartridges, lap tops x2 help with legal fees for a citizenship application. 

	July and August 
	Mobiles, tablets, clothing grants, Laptops [£1050] level 3 Beauty equipment, 

	September 
	Bus passes x7. Immediate help for domestic abuse sufferer, 

	October 
	Bus travel payments for a month. Course kit x2 and books for course X1 

	November 
	Laptop x1 

	December 
	Help with moving 



2019
Hardship fund 
This was established to meet emergency or one-off needs and has been well used this year and we have been able to respond to most requests within a day. Application forms are on our Website but we do respond to any form of request and seek additional information as needed. Amounts given vary from around £30 to 300. 
We have had requests from individuals and from Groups such as Swansea Asylum Seekers Support, Newport Sanctuary and Sharetawe (a charity that helps destitute asylum seekers). M. of Sharetawe, W. and M. of Swansea Asylum Seekers Support , J.(Swansea Asylum seeking Women’s group) and S. (The Sanctuary) have been very helpful in ensuring money reaches the people in need. In addition we have made some donations to the hardship fund administered by EYST (Ethnic Youth Support Team based in Swansea). Eyst give small amounts of money for immediate needs. 
In addition, we have continued to support a separate fund for Nappies, Feminine Hygiene products and male toiletries administered by M., a volunteer in Swansea. She has up to £50 a month to spend in this way, but can request more if necessary.

 
2018
	January 
	£230 for living expenses for destitute £800 for travelling to Solar Panel course 

	February 
	£15/mth for gym £250 SIA badge* 

	May 
	£250 SIA badge 

	June 
	£140 for 2 people who are destitute for a months bus pass and living expenses 

	September 
	£80 for replacement fridge
£55 bus fares
£150 Uniform for work
£300 for 2 school uniforms
£300 for equipment for college course £200 destitute help 
£70 via Marilyn for urgent help 

	October 
	£200 Exam course fees
£490 Bus passes for college x2 

	November 
	£360 transport [Newport] / access course 

	December 
	£245 for transport [ but Wayne was able to negotiate a free pass so returned!]
£100 for living expenses for destitute person Request for a course of alternative therapy for asylum seeking man from Newport- to be paid later 


*SIA Badge is issued by security industry authority and is required to work as a security guard. The badge has allowed people to obtain work when the cost of applying would have meant the person would have been unemployed.
We also allocated £500 to be used for bike parts as Bike maintenance has become a valuable way of providing people with transport. 



2017
Hardship fund 
Established to meet emergency or one-off needs, HBTSR’s Hardship Fund benefitted several individuals and families. 
The Hardship Fund has established a separate fund for babies’ nappies and feminine hygiene products administered by M.N.  in Swansea. 


2016
The group’s  inaugural year – with the focus on collecting/buying goods to be sent to Refugee support groups in Swansea, Newport, Ystradgynlais and Calais.



NB. In addition to the Hardship Fund, the group has created a Feminine Hygiene fund, Nappy fund, ‘Moving On’  fund, purchased Vitamin D tablets during the pandemic, helped with bike mobility,  and supply of refurbished computers and  mobile phones  – and much more besides.   The needs are many as people await permission to remain
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	February 
	£100 
	Local Vicar 
	Subsistence whilst studying and delay in submitting leave to remain form 

	
	
	Maria 
	Walking boots & jacket 

	
	£250 
	SASS 
	Goods to replace stolen items 
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	April 
	£200 
	
	Removal expenses for 3 families (able to use same transport) 


May £600 
Two Swansea Groups & Rachel 
Help with safe house £600 
Goal-posts for sports group On-line accounting course BSL course
Special glasses 
New sheets and towels for residents in housing association flat. 
Major dental work required by Ukrainian lady. (led to sorting out eligibility and accessibility of Community dentistry) 
Travel to school for 4 weeks
Clothing and milk for premature baby 
Travel passes for 3 @ £360 each. Sophie subsequently found another funding source for many others. 
Trainers for 5 people 
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£200 SASS £400 Newport £400
£80 EYST 
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	June 
	£245 
	SASS 
	Football boots/socks/shin pads 

	
	£40 
	Thanu 
	Two shopping trollies 


July 
September £300 
£56 £150 £1,080 
November £185.89 
ShareT awe 
	August 
	£250 
	Ystradgynlais Syrian Support 
	Help with housing move 

	
	£250 
	SASS 
	Shared cost of new football kit 

	
	£500 
	Newport 
	Help with legal costs for family to keep well known and trusted solicitor 
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	October 
	£100 
	
	Transport for 2 beds 

	
	£250 
	
	Funeral costs for Ukrainian person 

	
	£62 
	
	Cycle helmets, lights, pumps, locks for local Ukrainian 


SASS 
	December 
	£240 
	
	Football coaching and kit for promising young footballer 

	
	£1,000 
	SASS 
	To establish a fund to buy winter shoes/trainers for many new arrivals 


Other expenditure and special funds 
In addition to the main Hardship Fund, now we have: 
· a separate Immediate Needs Fund administered by one of the volunteers at SASS, which 
also covered phone top-ups (report below) 
· an Immediate Needs Fund held at EYST which has become an Urgent Accommodation 
Fund to avoid people becoming street homeless (report below). 
· The Moving-On Fund (report below) 
· Cycle maintenance (report below) 
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	February 
	£100 
	Local Vicar 
	Subsistence whilst studying and delay in submitting leave to remain form 

	
	
	Maria 
	Walking boots & jacket 

	
	£250 
	SASS 
	Goods to replace stolen items 





2018
	Date
	Beneficiary
	Purpose
	Amount

	19/01/2018
	Individual
	Gym sessions help with sleep difficulty
	£15 monthly

	14/02/2018
	Family
	Brief London visit to friends to alleviate stress aggravated by poor housing
	£60

	15/02/2018
	Individual
	Trainfare to accompany and support vulnerable person to asylum hearing in Liverpool
	£100

	25/03/2018
	Individual
	Help to pay for SIA security training badge to enable him to work
	£300

	19/04/2018
	Individual
	Accommodation in Liverpool while lodging asylum claim
	£85
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